SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER – SB 1062
Customize the letter to meet your organization’s needs and submit through the California Legislature Position Letter Portal

[ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD]

May XX, 2025

The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 412
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1062 – Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act: Ensuring Fair, Effective Fee Structures

Dear Senator Cervantes, 

[Organization] is pleased to support Senate Bill 1062 (Ochoa Bogh) as amended, which brings balance to the implementation of the Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) by improving how the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) reviews and adjusts mitigation fees over time. 

The bill makes clear that, when updating fees, CDFW shall consider making fees proportionate to the impact of a project, and consider using tiered fee structures based on project type, size or other relevant criteria. Existing law already requires periodic review of the species’ status and adjustment of fees to ensure adequate conservation funding, but it does not clearly describe how CDFW should structure those fees when different types and sizes of projects have very different impacts.

As a result, a single fee schedule may not reflect the reality of a project as it is being carried out on the ground, potentially overcharging some projects that are far less disruptive than others. A more intentional approach to fee design will better align costs with actual impacts, rather than mandating a one-size-fits-all fee structure.

[OPTIONAL: Add a paragraph about why your organization supports SB 1062.]

SB 1062 promotes a fairer and more practical fee structure under the WJTCA by directing CDFW to consider whether mitigation fees should be proportionate to a project’s actual impact and tiered by project size, type, or other criteria.

This approach helps ensure that smaller or lower-impact projects are not treated the same as larger projects with very different footprints, reducing the risk of disproportionate costs being passed on to local agencies, ratepayers, and rural communities. For these reasons, we urge your AYE vote when SB 1062 is heard in your committee.

Sincerely, 

Signature

[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
