SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER – SB 1062
Customize the letter to meet your organization’s needs and submit through the California Legislature Position Letter Portal

[ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD]

March XX, 2025

The Honorable Josh Becker, Chair
Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
1021 O Street, Room 3220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1062 – Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act: life-sustaining services: project-specific conditions.

Dear Senator Becker, 

[Organization] is pleased to support Senate Bill 1062 (Ochoa Bogh), which would clarify that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) may grant project-specific take permit conditions to state and local public agencies for projects related to life-sustaining services. These conditions may include project-wide avoidance and minimization measures, reductions or waivers of in-lieu mitigation fees, and any other compliance flexibilities CDFW deems appropriate to facilitate timely and cost-effective construction.

In recent years, state law has established new protections for the Western Joshua tree, requiring permits before certain activities can occur near the species. While these protections serve an important conservation purpose, public agencies responsible for operating, maintaining, or constructing systems that provide life-sustaining services – such as electricity, gas, water, sewer, or telecoms – face unique challenges in complying with the existing permitting and fee structure.

For example, the service territory of a water agency may encompass hundreds of Western Joshua trees that may need to be removed, relocated, or trimmed for the purpose of completing a district-wide septic-to-sewer conversion project. The payment of fees for each individual tree within the project area can create a significant financial burden for the agency and can result in millions of dollars in costs being passed on to customers.  

Instead of penalizing agencies that seek to install or improve infrastructure by requiring them to pay high fees for the take of Western Joshua trees, state law should empower these agencies to work with CDFW to find workable, affordable solutions that balance the conservation goals of the WJTCA with need for infrastructure reinforcement in rural areas.

[OPTIONAL: Add a paragraph about why your organization supports SB 1062.]

SB 1062 simply clarifies state law to explicitly authorize CDFW to issue permits with project-specific conditions to public agencies for projects related to life-sustaining services. By allowing CDFW to streamline permitting and establish a single, project-wide mitigation framework, this bill lowers operational costs for agencies and helps maintain reliable, affordable essential services for customers, and we urge your AYE vote when SB 1062 is heard in your committee.

Sincerely, 

Signature

[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
