SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER – SB 1061
Customize the letter to meet your organization’s needs and submit through the California Legislature Position Letter Portal

[ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD]

March XX, 2025

The Honorable Josh Becker, Chair
Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
1021 O Street, Room 3220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1061 – Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act: take: relocation.

Dear Senator Becker, 

[Organization] is pleased to support Senate Bill 1061 (Ochoa Bogh), which would clarify the definition of “take” under the Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) to create a more realistic management plan for this stationary plant species. 

Fish & Game Code Sec. 86 defines “take” to mean to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill, or attempt to take any of those actions. This definition is rooted in wildlife management that assumes mobility and active human pursuit. Applying it to a stationary plant like the Western Joshua tree creates practical and legal inconsistencies. For example, plants cannot be “pursued,” “caught,” or “captured.”. 

The existing definition also does not distinguish between intentional actions and accidental outcomes, leaving property owners potentially liable for outcomes beyond their control. As a result, the current framework can overextend permitting requirements in situations that do not meaningfully threaten the Western Joshua tree species.

[OPTIONAL: Add a paragraph about why your organization supports SB 1061.]

SB 1061 addresses these concerns by clarifying that, for the purposes of the WJTCA, “take” does not include the unintentional or accidental death of a Western Joshua tree, ultimately aligning the law with the biological reality of stationary plants and ensuring that enforcement is focused on deliberate actions rather than unforeseen outcomes. This bill also establishes a targeted exemption for the relocation of Western Joshua trees within the same parcel or to a contiguous parcel under the same ownership, recognizing that such actions do not result in a net loss of trees and therefore should not trigger permitting requirements.

Together, these updates reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens, provide clarity, and support practical, conservation-minded land management without weakening protections for the species, and we urge your AYE vote when SB 1061 is heard in your committee.

Sincerely, 

Signature

[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
